May the road rise up to meet you,
May the wind be ever at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your f:
And the rain fall softly on your fields

And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the hollow of hi
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When Someone Dies...

Ministry to those who have
experienced the death of
someone close.
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You will have been given this booklet by a Minister
associated with St John’s Church in Heath Hayes. This
booklet contains information about things that you might
find helpful in the days shortly before a funeral and in
the months following one.

During the visit you have recently had, the minister will
have talked you through the funeral service and assisted
you in shaping the best possible funeral for the person
who has died. This will have involved choosing a reading
and perhaps also poetry and also music and hymns.
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®arting is all we know of
heaven and all we need of hell®

Emily Dickinson
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You are most welcome at any of our regular services:

1st, 2nd, 3rd gnd 5t Sunday
Holy Communion at
10.00a.m.

4th Sunday

Holy Communion at
8.30a.m.

Worship for All at
10.00a.m.

Wednesday Communion
at 10.00a.m.
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There are a variety of social events throughout the
year at St John’s. You can find details of these in a
parish magazine or on the website.

One regular event that we would like to draw your
attention to is our Care and Share Lunch. This
happens once a month in our church hall at about
12.30p.m. It is an extremely low key, good quality
Sunday lunch at a small cost. Several families and
people who do not usually attend St John’s as well as
some people who would usually be on their own for
Sunday lunch attend the Lunch. If you would like to
join us then contact us for details and catering
purposes!

If you need to talk to someone at any stage, for any
reason please do not hesitate to contact us and we will
do our best to help you.
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As part of the service we offer you, the church being
committed to prayer, also includes those who mourn
and those who have died in both daily and weekly
services. Specifically we pray for each family for the 3
weeks following the funeral during our 10.00a.m.
Sunday service. We also sometimes remember those
who have died at their ‘year’s mind’ which is the
anniversary of their death. More is mentioned about
that later in this booklet.

O God, who brought us to birth,
and in whose arms we die,

in our grief and shock

contain and comfort us;
embrace us with your lov e,
give us hope in our confusion
and grace to let go into new life;
through Jesus Christ.

Amen. !
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Hopefully the majority of the practical arrangements for
the funeral are now in place however if you would like to
make any changes in your choices this is often possible.
The more notice that is given with regard to readings and
eulogies the better. Our contact details are on the back
page of this booklet.

For Funerals in Church-

The sound system in church only reliably plays CD’s that
are originals and not copies, therefore please ensure any
music supplied is original. We can return this via the
funeral director or we can easily post it to you after the
funeral.

We do take collections in church for your chosen charity
(or indeed for the church if you do not stipulate one) but
for the sake of ease we prefer to send this money on your
behalf and in memory of the deceased following the
funeral. We will, of course, write and confirm the gift that
has been sent on your behalf. It is also not unusual to
receive a note of acknowledgement from the charity
yourself.

Finally a few key points to remember-

Take your time on the day, you do not need to feel rushed
and the director and minister will wait for you and follow
your lead where appropriate.
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At St John’s we have a special book which holds a double
page for every month of the year. In this book there are
the names of loved ones which we remember annually.
The page is turned each month and candles are lit by the
book, sometimes flowers are arranged nearby. Families
often arrange to visit the church at these anniversaries.
If you would like your loved one remembered annually
by the church please contact us for more details.

For everything there is a season,
And a time for every matter under heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die;

A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is
planted;

Atim e to kill, and a time to heal;
A time to break down, and a time to build up;
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;

A time to mourn, and a time to dance;

A time to throw away stones, and a time to gather
stones together;

A time to embrace, And a time to refr ain from
embracing;

A time to seek, and a time to lose;

A time to keep, and a time to throw away;
A time to tear, and a time to sew;

A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
A time to love, and a time to hate,

A time for war, and a time for peace

Eccl esiaste s 3:1-8
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Unfortunately our Churchyard is closed but
if you have a family member buried there it
may be possible to have ashes interred into
a plot.

We also have a garden of remembrance in
which it may be possible to inter ashes. We
would apprectiate you contacting us for thr
relevant application forms before contacting
a funeral director to make arrangements for
this.

In both cases there are rules about both
permanent and  temporary  (floral)
memorials. The relevant forms and details
should be given to you either by the funeral
director or the stone mason.

Dot not hesitate to contact us for advice.
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There is no ‘normal’ way to react to a loved one’s death,

and however you feel that is okay. There are tissues in
church and there are opportunities to compose oneself
both in the cars and during hymns etc.

If you have any young people or children present it is a
good idea to have another designated adult to care for
them and watch out for them on the day, you may be a
little distracted. Children often grieve very differently to
adults and need to be allowed to do so. Sometimes
exclusion from a funeral is appropriate (a visit to flowers
or a grave following the funeral can be more appropriate)
but in many cases it is more appropriate for them to be
there. Their presence often provides a wonderful source
of memories at a reception. Please talk to the minister
who is conducting the funeral for more advice and help
with this concern.

If necessary the minister can be with you at your home
and say prayers before you leave, to help you prepare for
the public funeral and to give you and your family extra
support if you require it.

‘The pain passes, but the beauty remains.’

Pierre Auguste Renoir
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A memorial service is a service in which we remember
those who have died. It includes readings and poetry,
music and silence, the reading out of names and the
lighting of candles and then a time of candlelit prayer.
The services are followed by refreshments and an
opportunity to sit and talk to others who have attended,
to see the minister who took the funeral of your loved
one and to remember.

Shortly before the service you will receive a letter
inviting yourself and others you wish to bring to the
memorial service shortly after the funeral. We try not to
invite you immediately but rather give you a little space
and then invite you. However- you are welcome at any
of our memorial services and if you wish a name to be
added to our list (any name of a deceased person you
wish to remember) then please contact us in advance.

The Services for 2010 are

Sunday 10" January at 4.30p.m.
Sunday 14™ March at 4.30p.m.
Sunday 23" of May at 4.30p.m.
Sunday 5 September at 4.30p.m.
Sunday 14™ November at 4.30p.m.
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The Service of Light is our Christmas memorial service.
As well as the usual makeup of a memorial service in
this service we also add the invitation to hang a small
card and ornament on our Christmas tree in memory of
a loved one. Christmas can be a difficult time when we
miss loved ones and this service is a simple and
peaceful way to remember the at this time of year.
Again, you will receive a personal invite to this service.

The Service of Light is on the 5" of December at
4.30p.m.

Following the Service of Light the church is open on
Saturday 11™ and 18™ between 11.00a.m. and 2.00p.m.
during this time cards can be placed on the tree and
there will be someone to make tea and coffee and
provide a listening ear if you wish.

A loved one has fallen asleep in the peace of
Christ.

We entrust him/her, with faith and hope in
everlasting life,

to the love and mercy of our
Father and surround him/her with
our love and prayer. Amen.




